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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO
CSI RICHMOND MEMBERS:

Over the course of the next month, we will be making several important
enhancements to the chapter website, all of which shall take affect on
September 01, 2009:

NEXT BOARD
MEETING

Thursday,
20 AUG 2009

We are linking the front page of the site to several news feeds, which
will allow you to have quick, one-stop access to local and national
construction news. As a result, your CSI Richmond website will
become an important source of daily news feeds featuring up-to-the-
minute construction-related news stories.

7:30 AM
at Ukrop’s at
Village
Shopping

We are linking the site to a secure Pay-Pal account, which will allow
members to pay on-line, either by credit card or through their already
established Pay Pal accounts. Following payment, you may print or
save a receipt for your company’s reimbursement program, if you

wish. This payment service will be available for Richmond Chapter

monthly meetings, chapter hospitality sponsorships, Richmond Report Ce nter
advertisements, and purchase of the “Spotlight” page in the Richmond
Report. . )

Inside this Issue:
Monthly Spotlight articles will provide a live link to the sponsor’s President’s Message. ....... 2
website and e-mail address, making it easier to contact the article CSI June Minutes ............. 2
sponsor on-line, with one-click directly from the article. Additionally, all CSI July Minutes............... 4

Spotlights will be archived on the site for future viewing, and they will
be available to search engines, such as Google when web searches
include key words within the article. In order to cover the cost of

Board Members photo ...... 5
The Hidden Risks of Green

formatting and coding the articles, a one-time $50.00 charge will apply Buildings ..o, -6
to each spotlight article, after which each article will remain Richmond Member Receives
permanently archived and accessible on the site. Fellowship..........ccocooeinn, 10
Richmond CSI Meeting
Thanks for your support of CSI; Schedule 2009-2010 ........ 10
Stephen C. Weisensale, AlA, CSI, CCS, CCCA President, CSI Membership Renewals ..... 10
Richmond Leadership Directory......... 11

Next Newsletter Deadline Monday, August 24, 2009
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DANIEL & COMPANY, INC.
CONTRACTORS

The leader in preservation,
restoration and new construction

of historic significance.

1800 Roseneath Road
Richmond, VA 23230

Tel: 804.213.0400
Fax: 804.213.0401

E-mail: dci@danielco.net
Website: www.danielco.net

CSI Monthly Report

Board Meeting: Westwood Club, 25 June 2009
Attendees:
Janet Procida-2" VP, Robert Vaughn-Awards, Norman Ja-
cobs-Editor, Tom Hanson-Director, Norm Royce-Products
Show, Leslie West-Administrator, Keith Morgan-Director,
Paul Sweet-Scholarship/Technical, Jim Snowa-Director,
Henry Zirkle-Institute Director, Stephen Wisensale-Incoming
President
Meeting was called to order at 4:39pm by Janet Procida, 2nd
Vice President, in absence of Duncan Stewart, President.
A quorum was established.
Minutes from previous Board Meeting were read, motion
made by Norman Jacobs and seconded by Tom Hanson to
be approved with no discussion or amendments.
In absence of the President, there was no report.
Treasurer , Gib DeShazo was absent but submitted his report
to the administrator, Leslie West. Discussed were items per-
taining to the Golf Tournament, Advertising in the Richmond
Report and Payment of the Dominion Club. Report was read
and approved.
Directors Report : Jim Snow, Tom Hanson, and Keith Mor-
gan were present, however: there was no report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Advertising Chair : No report, however all board members
should keep the advertising and the Richmond Report in
mind.
Awards : Robert Vaughn was present and submitted the fol-
lowing:
4 awards were presented at the Golf Tournament. Chapter
Recognition for jobs well done. Janet Procida, Barbe
Schaffer, Norm Royce and Leslie West were all given a chap-
ter award for a job well done. The awards for the 50" Anni-
versary were/ are ready and will be given in September at the
celebration.
Telephone Tree: Ross Deaver was not present, no report.
Certification & Education:  Mike Bricker was not present, no
report submitted
Long Range Planning: Dave Shupe was not present, no
report
Hospitality: Janet Procida was present and submitted the
following report: A brief synopsis of the activities of the Hospi-
tality Committee for 2008-2009, Holiday Party, Mid Winter
Social, Awards & Golf Tournament, Products Show. Janet
suggested that Barbe Schaffer be the Chairperson of the
Hospitality Committee 2009-2010.
Membership : Jim Snowa was present and submitted the fol-
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lowing report: 5 New members as result of the special sign-
up at the Golf Tournament, they are as follows, Closet Factory,
Marshall Mechanical, Lite Steel, ECS Mid Atlantic, and Ameri-
can Standard Brands.
Product Show: Norm Royce was present and submitted the
following report: The 2009 Products Show held at the Domin-
ion Club, in conjunction with the annual Golf Tournament was
a huge success. A positive response was received by those
who attended and an email was sent out to all of the partici-
pants, thanking them for being a large part of the success.
Programs Committee: Duncan Stewart was not present, but
Janet Procida submitted the following: Several goals were
established for the 2009-2010 year, which will make the pro-
grams fresher and more exciting. Last year, the programs were
held at The Westwood club, speakers were assigned and din-
ner was planned and the programs were considered to be suc-
cessful. For 2009-10, the dates for programs are as follows:
September 24, 2009 — 50" Anniversary Awards & Din-
ner October, 29, 2009, November 19, 2009, January 28, 2010,
March 25, 2010, and April 29, 2010.
Scholarship Committee : Paul Sweet was present and sub-
mitted the following report: Richmond Chapter CSI
awarded 2 scholarships at the Golf Tournament/Products
Show. The names of the receipt ants were posted in the Rich-
mond Report, however; the two students were from the Vir-
ginia Tech School of Architecture. Most of the work is now
completed for 2009 and the process will begin again in Decem-
ber 2009.
Technical Committee : Paul Sweet was present and submitted
the following report: No new news, however: be on the look-
out for Code changes. Paul suggested that we should consider
a program on the new code changes for 2010.
Website & E Commerce : Stephen Wisensale was present
and submitted the following report: There is a need for website
enhancements to provide the membership with the capability
for online payments for meeting, functions, and dues. Steve
has done some research into providing this thru Pay-pal and
would like to implement this as soon as possible. He would
also like to provide a newsfeed feature so communication with
the membership is done much easier. A motion was made by
Steve, seconded by Norm Royce to provide $1200 for this up-
grade. After some discussion, the motion was tabled by Jim
Snowa, seconded by Tom Hamilton and moved to an online
board meeting, which will take place before July 23, 2009 and
voting can take place.
Richmond Report & Editors Report : Norman Jacobs was
present and submitted the following report: At our July 2009
board meeting, we need to outline the program detail for the
September, October and November meetings. The 50" Anni-
versary committee needs to provide the editor the name of the
speaker for the September meeting so the details can be pub-
lished. The membership needs to provide material for articles
in the report, the need for more “Spotlights” and the cost of
such, and a published list of all of the new members each
month.
RJEC Liaison : Jim Watson was not present and no report
was submitted.
50" Anniversary ; Jim Chandler was not present, no report
was submitted, however; there was much discussion on the
September date, and the possible program and speaker. This
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m.l.* Attorney af Law
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The Edgeworth Building Telephone: 804-771-9561
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is to be done in conjunction with Past President night and an
awards ceremony will be held. In the discussion, there was
mention of a power point display for the evening, Jim Snow
volunteered their IT person, Mitch Ayers, to work on this,
and all of the photos have been converted and ready for the
PowerPoint. There was also discussion of assigning a Co-
chairman and Tom Hamilton volunteered to fill that seat.
Also VHDA as supported this program with a sponsorship
amount of $500.

Administrators report: Leslie West was present and submit-
ted that her information was covered under various commit-
tee reports.

OLD BUISNESS:

Henry Zirkle discussed the CSI Convention and showed a
picture of Raymond Gaines, a member of our chapter as
well as the Charlottesville Chapter, receiving his fellowship
into the institute. This is one of the top honors that can be
bestowed on a member. He also discussed the many
changes to the CSI Staff and how that will affect everyone
over the next few months. The Institute will be moving to a
smaller yet more efficient office location in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia during the week of August 8" thru the 15™ so be pa-
tient if you need to call them.

Construction 2010 will be held in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania.

NEW BUSINESS:

Next Board Meeting will be held on July 23" at the West-
wood Club, a strategy meeting will take place with the new
board, planning for 2009-2010 and dinner will follow.

EIMCE nEEn

FROEHLING & RDEERTE&J\; INC.
GEOTECHWICAL + EMYIRONMENTAL + MATERIALS
ENGINEERS + LABORATORIES

“YVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SERVIEE ™

Corporate Office:

3015 Dumbarton Road
Richmond, va 23228

Tel: {804) 264-2701
Offices in MD, VA, NC, SC

wwww.handre.com

a

EMERALD

CONSTRUCTION

2219 Dabney Road, Richmond, Virginia 23230
804-747-4854/Fax 804-747-4917
www.EmeraldConstruction.com
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The Bill Spell Memorial Fund will receive a donation from
the Golf Tournament, Regular Donations, and others which
have been earmarked as such.
Regional Conference will be held in Charlottesville on Octo-
ber 3-6". As a reminder this is Homecoming weekend at
UVA so make your room reservations as soon as possible.
Information can be obtained at www.marc09.com.
Richmond Chapter will be hosting the Regional Conference
in spring of 2012, and a committee should be formed soon.
Preplanning for this event is a must and needs to start
soon.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:54 pm.
Respectively submitted,
Robert W. Vaughn CSI, CBS, GBS. Awards Chair-
man/Incoming Secretary 2009-10

CSI Monthly Report
Reported By: Barbe Shaffer, 2nd Vice President

Date: Thursday, July 23, 2009

Place: Westwood Club

Attendees:  Stephen Weisensale, President and Website
Chair; Mike Bricker, President Elect and Certifica-

tion/Education Chair; Janet Procida, 1% Vice President and
Programs Chair; Barbe Shaffer, 2" Vice President and
Hospitality Chair; Gib DeShazo, Treasurer; Leslie West,
Administrator; Tom Hanson, Director; Keith Morgan, Direc-
tor, John Heisler, Director; Norm Royce, Products
Show/Golf Outing Chair; Norm Jacobs, Richmond Report
Chair; Graham Henderson

Absent: Robert Vaughan, Secretary; Duncan Stew-
art, Past President; Jake Adams, Director; Jim Chandler,
Director; Lou Wolf, Director; Dave Shupe, Long Range
Planning, Jim Snowa, Membership Chair; Paul Sweet,
Scholarship/Technical Chair; Jim Watson, RJEC Chair
Secretary’s Report — Minutes from last meeting have not
been published. They will be reviewed and approved at
the August Board Meeting.

President’'s Report — Stephen Weisensale was present.
The Board will meet after dinner for the Long Range Plan-
ning Meeting. He participated in a monthly President’s we-
binar and will include his comments in his President’s re-
port in the Newsletter. He indicated that one of his goals
this year would be to have joint meetings with other profes-
sional trade organizations.

President Elect’'s Report — Mike Bricker was present.

See separate Committee Report.

First Vice President's Report — Janet Procida was pre-
sent. Regional Conference is in 2012. More discussion
about this at the Long Range Planning Meeting. See sepa-
rate Committee Report.

Second Vice President’s Report — Barbe Shaffer was
present. See separate Committee Report.

Immediate Past President’s Report — Duncan Stewart
was not present. No report was submitted.

Treasurer's Report — Gib DeShazo was present. Re-
viewed financial statement. Not much activity for new fiscal
year. Both motions submitted in the June 26, 2009 e-mail
were approved.

Standing Committee Reports:

Award Chair's Report — This position is currently vacant.
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No report was submitted.

Bylaws Report — Dave Shupe was not present. Regional
By-laws have been submitted for approval. When they are
approved, we will review our by-laws and make recommen-
dations for changes.

Certification & Education Chair's Report  — Mike Bricker
was present. Need to update the website on certification.
Finance — Refer to Treasurer’s Report.

Fundraising Report — Norm Royce was present. Looking
for a different venue for next year’'s event. Net proceeds
from the Tournament were approximately $6,800.
Hospitality Chair's Report — Barbe Shaffer was present.
The remaining Hospitality budget will be used for the 50™
Anniversary Dinner in September. 2009-2010 sponsor-
ships will remain at $185. Barbe to contact previous spon-
sors requesting continued support. Anne Billingham has
agreed to continue to be on the committee.

Membership Chair's Report — Jim Snowa was not pre-
sent. No report was submitted.

Nominating Chair's Report — President elect will chair this
committee.

Programs Chair's Report — Janet Procida was present.
She is talking with the AlA about a possible joint program.
Several suggestions were made regarding future meetings.
Publications/ Richmond Report Editor's Report — Nor-
man Jacobs reported that articles are due Monday. In-
voices need to be sent out for advertisers in the Newsletter.
After September 1, these can be paid on line.

Special Events — Tom Hanson has agreed to be a co-
sponsor for the 50" Anniversary Celebration. Graham

(RD4) 752-7600
(804) 752-6492 Fax

@ULF

Quality Construction Since 1982

www,gulfseaboard.com
E-Mail: info@ gulfseaboard.com

SEABOARD

Geneeoi Conhiocion, Inc

JOHN M. DYER 629 N. WASHINGTON HIGHWAY
VICE-PRESIDENT P.O. BOX 1688
ESTIMATOR ASHLAND, VIRGINIA 23005

VA Class A Contracior # 2701 0220454

www.seaboardconcrete.com
(804) 275-0802

The Architect’s Choice
Since 1979
For
Architectural Precast Stone
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Henderson, Norm Royce, and Barbe Shaffer also agreed
to be on the committee. Date is set for September 24 in
the Ballroom of the Westwood Club.

Technical Chair's Report — Paul Sweet was not present.
No report was submitted.

Administrator’'s Report — Leslie West was present.
Need to firm up format for the 2009-2010 meetings and
reserve the Club for those months. Leslie will reserve
Thursday, December 17 for the Christmas Party.
Advertising Chair's Report — This position is currently
vacant. No report was submitted.

Scholarship Chair's Report — Paul Sweet was not pre-
sent. No report was submitted.

RJEC Liaison — Jim Watson was not present. No report
submitted.

Website & E-comm Chair's Report — Stephen Weisen-
sale was present and reported that the changes that were
approved for the website will be made by August 31. Pay-
Pal account will be added to the website for on-line pay-
ment of meetings, sponsorships, ads.

Old Business - Stephen will look into options at Lewis
Ginter for a memorial gift in Bill Spell's name and make
recommendations to the Board.

New Business — 2012 Regional Conference will be in
Richmond, VA.

Board Meeting was adjourned for a short dinner break.
Board members reconvened after dinner for Long Range
Planning Meeting. Minutes submitted separately.

Next meeting: Thursday, August 20, 2009. Time and
place to be confirmed.

Board members present at the July 23, 2009 meeting.
Back row-left to right: Michael Bricker, Gib DeShazo, Tom
Hanson, John Heisler, Barbe Shaffer, Keith Morgan
Front row-left to right: Norm Royce, Janet Procida,
Stephen Weisensale, Norm Jacobs and Graham Hender-
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The Hidden Risks of Green Buildings:
Why Building Problems are Likely in

Hot, Humid Climates
By J. David Odom, ASHRAE, Richard Scott, AIA, NCARB,
LEED®, AP and George H. DuBose, CGC, Liberty Building
Forensics Group, LLC

The great irony of

building green is

that the very

concepts intended to

enhance a building’s

performance over its

entire lifetime are

many of the same

things that make a
building highly susceptible to moisture and mold problems
during its first few years of operation.
While green buildings have many positive benefits, there is
also strong evidence to suggest a direct correlation between
new products/innovative design and building failures.
Simply put, departing from the “tried and true” often
means increasing the risk of building failure.
Two strong characteristics of most green buildings are: 1)
the use of innovative, locally-produced products and 2) the
implementation of new design, construction, and operation
approaches that are intended to reduce energy usage and be
environmentally sound.

Green Buildings vs. Lower Risk Buildings

Chesterfield

Henrico

AND ASSOCIATES INC,

Roanoke

Shenandoah Valley

dds additional o utside [Minimizes outside air S—— Vo River Valley
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out flush out & Development Engineening

#5tructural Engineering

Stress new, innovative Stress proven materials +Surveying
Imaterials #Wetlands Delineation & Stream Evaluation
Stresses carbohydrate Stresses hydrocarbon 501 Branchway R 880 Technology Park Dr
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The Hidden Risks of Green Buildings: Why Building Prob-
lems are Likely in Hot, Humid Climates The preceding
graphic summarizes some of the differences between
green buildings and the concepts the authors have found in
lower risk buildings. For example, lower risk buildings do
not exceed industry guidelines on mechanically introduced
outside air; but emphasize humidity control (especially in
hot, humid climates). Green buildings, on the other hand,
reward the introduction of more outside air than current
industry standards, which can lead to indoor humidity prob-
lems and mold growth.

Green building environmental goals are typically organized
around a set of nationally accepted benchmark guidelines
such as those of LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design), which is the guideline established by
the United States Green Building Council (USGBC).
LEED® certification is a checklist and point system of rec-
ommended practices where achieving various point levels
can certify the building as having achieved silver, gold, or
platinum status. These practices involve such issues as
efficient water and energy use, the reuse of waste materi-
als, and the use of renewable and regionally produced
products.1

The overall goal of these new materials and procedures is
to achieve a structure with reduced negative environmental
impact ----- both during construction and throughout the
building’s life. The intent of building green is unquestiona-
bly noble and good, and should be aggressively pursued.
However, because of the dramatic change that this will pre-
sent to the design and construction industry, its implemen-
tation will present new risks that are likely to be both techni-
cal and legal in nature.

Some of the legal risks are fairly obvious, such as the risk
of not meeting a building owner’s expectation of achieving
a certain level of LEED® certification (i.e., implied or even
written warranties). Other risks are more obscure, such as:
o The failure of new products to meet their promoted per-
formance levels, which is more likely with new materials
compared to proven materials found in traditional buildings.
0 Accepting the higher standard of care that a green build-
ing might present-----what is currently considered “best
practices” may now become the new expected ‘“standard
of care.”

o Failing to recognize (or prepare for) the unknowns in cost
and schedule impacts that a green building might present.
It is even unclear if a LEED® certified building can be built
under a design/build method without the construction team
assuming huge amounts of unknown risks because of the
vague definition of what is considered “green.”

The building industry has been historically conservative,
relying on time-proven construction materials and methods.
The introduction of new materials and methods has not
always proven to be successful, and sometimes has re-
sulted in notable building failures, especially those related
to moisture intrusion and mold contamination. Many of the
time tested materials found in lower risk buildings are hy-
drocarbon based. The long term efficacies and perform-
ance levels are unproven for some of the new carbohydrate
based materials being promoted for green buildings.
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The proliferation of new products and innovative building
approaches related to green development is challenging
the design and construction community in such a dramatic
fashion. These changes virtually guarantee an increase in
building failures and lawsuits. Past experience indicates
that many of these failures will be predictable, and some
are likely to be catastrophic.2

Liberty Building Forensics Group 2 The Hidden Risks of
Green Buildings: Why Building Problems are Likely in Hot,
Humid Climates

Examples of Technical Risks for Contractors & Designers
Moisture intrusion, whether bulk water intrusion through the
building envelope or a relative humidity increase due to the
heating, ventilating, and air conditioning (HVAC) system,
results in a large percentage of construction claims in the
U.S. Moisture intrusion not only results in building deterio-
ration, but has been linked to occupant comfort and health
issues, especially in those buildings that become contami-
nated with mold.3 Sustainable building practices, some of
which are part of the LEED® accreditation process, can
increase the potential for moisture intrusion if not carefully
considered and implemented. Examples include:

0 Vegetative roofs, which are more risky than conventional
roofs (due to the constantly wet conditions) and must be
carefully designed, constructed, and monitored after con-
struction.

o Improved energy performance through increased insula-
tion and the use of new materials, which may change the
dew point location in walls, resulting in damaging conden-
sation and a reduced drying potential for wall assemblies.
Lower risk buildings emphasize the drying potential of the
envelope over increased insulation. While it is desirable to
increase insulation for energy savings, the designer must
also evaluate moisture impacts.

0 Reuse of existing buildings or recycled components,
which may not provide optimum water-shedding perform-
ance in new configurations or may not be readily integrated
to the adjacent new materials.

0 Use of new green construction materials that have not
been field-tested over time. The designer needs to assess
new materials and their risks compared to traditional mate-
rials found in lower risk buildings.

o Increased ventilation to meet indoor air quality (IAQ)
goals that may unintentionally result in increased interior
humidity levels in hot, humid climates. The designer must
consider the increased energy load (and cost) and HVAC
equipment sizing required to properly dehumidify a building
when exceeding the minimum outside air requirements rec-
ommended by the American Society of Heating, Refrigerat-
ing, and Air-conditioning, Engineers (ASHRAE).

0 Building startup procedures, such as “building flush out,”
which could result in increased humidity levels and mold
growth. Lower risk buildings rely almost exclusively on
source control (which is also a green building goal) rather
than relying on “flush-out” and increased building exhaust.
Building “flush out” along with building “bake-out” were con-
cepts developed in the late 1980’s by the indoor air quality
industry, which often caused more problems than they
solved.
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New green construction materials are entering the market
at a staggering rate. Because many of these products
help to achieve multiple LEED® credits, designers work-
ing on green buildings are eager to specify these materi-
als. The risk to contractors is that many of these new
items are not time-tested, and designers often do not
have the time to fully research their efficacy. If the new
product fails, it may be difficult to determine if it is a de-
sign error, an installation error, or a product defect. Addi-
tionally, general contractors must rely on subcontractors
to install new materials that they are inexperienced in
installing.

Some of the expandable foam insulation products are
examples of green materials that pose increased risks.
The water absorption properties of these insulation mate-
rials can be quite different than what designers expect
with traditional insulation. Additionally, some of the carbo-
hydrate based foam insulation materials may retain more
water than traditional hydrocarbon based foam

Liberty Building Forensics Group 3 The Hidden Risks of
Green Buildings: Why Building Problems are Likely in
Hot, Humid Climates

insulation. Increased absorption of water into the insula-
tion could negatively affect the wall performance. This is
not to say that such materials should not be used; how-
ever, their properties need to be recognized and accom-
modated in the design.

The amount of ventilation (outdoor air) necessary for oc-
cupant health and comfort has been debated for dec-
ades. Although there are sound arguments on both sides
of the debate, the emphasis on increasing ventilation to
achieve LEED® environmental quality credits has in-
creased the incentive to add more outdoor air to a build-
ing through its HVAC system (a minimum of 30% more
outside air above ASHRAE recommended minimums is
required to obtain a LEED® credit for ventilation).1
Increased ventilation is especially risky in the southeast
U.S., where outdoor relative humidity levels are elevated
for a good part of the year. Experience in the southeast,
as well as other areas of the country with humid sum-
mers, has shown a direct correlation between the number
of moisture problems and increased ventilation rates.

To effectively minimize the risk of moisture problems
while increasing ventilation, designers may need to in-
crease the complexity and capacity of the HVAC compo-
nents and control systems to achieve proper dehumidifi-
cation. This adds to contractor risk, since complex sys-
tems historically fail more often than simple systems. Ad-
ditionally, the complexity of the system operation can re-
sult in unintended pressurization relationships where lo-
cal depressurization causes humid outdoor air to be
drawn into interstitial building cavities, causing condensa-
tion and mold growth.4

Building owners, designers and contractors all assume
more risk when they deal with complex, and possibly un-
tried, technologies not generally found in traditional build-
ings. Pinpointing whether the problem is design- or con-
struction-related may be very difficult after problems have
already occurred.5
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Building startup procedures to meet LEED® credits include
a credit flush-out of indoor containments using increased
outdoor air either at the end of construction or during the
initial occupancy period. The intent is to remove pollutants
from off gassing of volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
from new materials. The amount of air needed to meet the
flush-out requirements places a building at increased risk
because of the amount of moisture introduced with the in-
creased outdoor air. LEED® requirements are that a mini-
mum of 14,000 cubic feet per square foot of floor area is
required for flush out. This presents multiple problems:
most HVAC systems are not designed to dehumidify that
amount of outdoor air which, in a 100,000 square foot build-
ing, is 1,400,000 cubic feet of outside air. Depending on
outside conditions at the time of the flush-out as much as
240,000 gallons of water can be added to a 100,000 square
foot building. This added moisture will be absorbed into
building materials, finishes, and furnishings, increasing the
risk of mold growth.6

Most specifications put the general contractor in charge of
the flush-out, including controlling relative humidity levels
during flush-out. If the system is not designed to handle
such loads, the contractor is faced with a difficult challenge
that may require the addition of a temporary, and extremely
costly, dehumidification system. Lower risk buildings tend
to avoid flush-out.

Conclusions

“There’s one sure way to kill an idea: Sue it to death.”
Quote from ENR, July 2008

What is the greatest risk to the green building movement?
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It's likely not the increased costs associated with green
buildings-----it's more likely green buildings that don’t
perform up to
Liberty Building Forensics Group 4 The Hidden Risks of
Green Buildings: Why Building Problems are Likely in
Hot, Humid Climates Liberty Building Forensics Group
5
expectations and, in some cases, may experience sig-
nificant failures.
The increased costs of litigation and insurance that
could result from underperforming green buildings will
be absorbed by designers (in a highly competitive mar-
ketplace), but in most cases will be passed onto build-
ing owners. These increased costs, along with the
negative publicity on failed green buildings, could dra-
matically influence building owners NOT to build green.
Only recently has the marketplace begun to recognize
the various contractual, legal, and technical risks that
are inherent to green buildings. A growing number of
experts have suggested that the first two steps to im-
proved green building risk management are to: 1) rec-
ognize the unique risks for green buildings. 2) Develop
a set of guidelines that merge the unique regional chal-
lenges with green building guidelines, recognizing the
lessons learned in lower risk buildings.
The design and construction community must not as-
sume that if one builds green, then one will be building
regionally correct or even lower risk buildings. Until the
gaps between lower risk buildings and green buildings
are addressed, the design community would be ad-
vised to prioritize the lessons of Iowgr risk bu.iI(Ijings WWW JAHEISLER.COM FAX Nummber
already learned from the waterproofing, humidity con- JOHN@JAHEISLER.COM (804) 359-8518
trol, and building forensics community. Without these
priorities, poorly functioning green buildings are the
likely result, and this could be the ultimate killer for the
green building movement, especially in demanding cli-
mates.
In our opinion the solution to good performing, lower
risk green buildings are at least three-fold:
o Development of a set of Climate Design Criteria that GENERAL CONTRACOR
integrates (and prioritizes) climate-specific criteria with COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
current green building practices. Best practices for
moisture control must take priority over green building 3201 Lanvale Avenue
: JOHN A. HEISLER, IV, P.E. Richmond, VA 23230
practices. . i : PRESIDENT (804)355-2616
o Development of a detailed Green Building Risk Man-
agement Plan that provides guidelines for the design
and construction team from concept through the 1-year
warranty period. These guidelines would incorporate
the best ideas of green building specialists, moisture
control specialists, construction attorneys, and insur-
ance companies.
o Apply the lessons learned from past building suc-
cesses and failures and make green building concepts
subservient to these past lessons.

Liberty Building Forensics Group, LLC
(www.libertybuilding.com) is a firm that specializes in
forensic building investigations and expert witness/
litigation support. Its staff has led the correction and
cost recovery for some of the largest building failures in
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the country, including the $60 million defect claims at Hilton
Hawaiian Village in Honolulu and the $20 million Martin
County Courthouse problems. Its staff has performed green
building-related services on over $3 billion in new construc-
tion since the late 1990’s and has authored three manuals
and over 100 technical publications.

© Liberty Building Forensics Group
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Ray Gaines, Richmond Chapter member,
receives Institute Fellowship

for renewing their membership in
CSI Richmond Chapter

Peter Heroy, member since July 2003

Reggie Nashmember since September 19
Norman Jacobs member since September 19
Warren Saunders member since July 2004
Tom Hanson member since May 1989

Thank you to the following memberg
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Richmond Chapter CSI
2009-10 Calendar of Events

Dinner Meetings:
All Chapter dinner meetings are held at the Westwood
Club, 6500 West Club Lane, Richmond, VA. These
meetings offer members and guests a chance to network,
as well as obtain valuable insight on important technical
topics. Our programs are registered with the AIA and
AlA members will receive 1.0 learning units for each
program, often including health, safety and welfare cred-
its, depending on the topic.
Dinner meetings occur subject to the following schedule,
unless otherwise noted:
Board Meeting: 4:30 PM, Club Board Room.
Social: 5:30 - 6:15 PM
Dinner: 6:15 - 7:00 PM
Technical Program: 7:00 - 8:00 PM

The cost is $32.00 per person. Reservations may be made

either by registering on-line or by faxing the reservation
form in the newsletter to our Chapter Administrator.
Reservations are required by the close of business of the
Tuesday preceding each meeting.
Programs are subject to change

Schedule 2009-2010

September 24, 2009
50th Anniversary celebration, Past Presidents R&tiog
Night, and first Chapter meeting of the fall seashmin us at
the Westwood Club.

October 22, 2009
Meeting topic TBD

November 19, 2009
Meeting topic TBD

December 17, 2009
Annual Holliday Celebration

January 28, 2010
Meeting topic TBD

February 25, 2010
Mid-Winter Social

March 25, 2010
Meeting topic TBD

April 22, 2010
Meeting topic TBD

May 27, 2010

Annual Awards Ceremony

June, 2009 (Date TBD)

D ;
"Golf Tournament and Products Show. Join us for, @Hours

of continuing education courses, our annual proghotv and
dinner.
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POSITION
President

Immediate Past President
President Elect

First Vice President
Second Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Director—2009-10
Director—2009-10
Director —2009-10
Director—2009-2010
Director—2009-2010
Director—2009-2010
Programs Chair

Membership Chair

Products Show/Golf Chair
Richmond Report Editor
Richmond Report Co-editor
Certification Chair
Education Chair

Web Chair

Advertising Chair
Scholarship Chair
Awards Chair

Long Range Planning
Hospitality Chair
Technical Chair

Nominating Chair

RJEC Liaison

50th Anniversary Celebration

Administrator

Richmond Chapter CSI
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairmen 2008- 2009

NAME
Stephen Weisensale

Duncan Stewart
Mike Bricker
Janet Procida
Barbe Shaffer
Robert Vaughn
Gib DeShazo

Jake Adams
Tom Hanson
Jim Chandler
John Heisler
Keith Morgan
Lou Wolf
Janet Procida

Jim Snowa

Norm Royce
Norman Jacobs
Henry Zirkle
Mike Bricker
Mike Bricker
Stephen Weisensale
Norm Royce
Paul Sweet
open

Dave Shupe
Barbe Shaffer

Paul Sweet
open
Jim Watson

Tom Hanson

Leslie West
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PHONE
262-7941
399-2603

794-0571
565-3862
343-1010
355-2886

747-4854
737-8227

648-7122
782-1986
355-2616
330-4400
233-5343
565-3862
643-6196

745-0930
779-7076
794-0547
794-0571
794-0571
262-7941
745-0930
819-4913

908-6666

343-1010
819-4913

804-285-4171

648-7122
307-3282

11

E-MAIL ADDRESS

sweisensale @adtapc.com

dstewart@mbpce.com

mbricker@balzer.cc

janetprocida@procidadesign.com

bshaffer@baskervill.com

rvaughn@shadeandwise.com

gdeshazo@emeraldconstruction.com

jacobladamsinc@verizon.net

hansonpc@msn.com

jim.chandler@vhda.com

john@jaheisler.com

kmorgan@centuryconstruction.com

Iwolf@smbu.com

janetprocida@procidadesign.com

jsnowa@ws-arch.com

norm_royce@yahoo.com

JCSCPM@aol.com

HJZirkle@Comcast.net

mbricker@balzer.cc
mbricker@balzer.cc

sweisensale @adtapc.com

norm_royce@yahoo.com

psweet@vccs.edu

dshupe@seamancorp.com

bshaffer@baskervill.com

psweet@vccs.edu

j.watson@haengineers.com

hansonpc@msn.com

csirichmond@comcast.net
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The Richmond Report-CSI
9016 Peaks Road
Ashland, VA 23005

Administrator: Leslie West
Ph. 307-3282
Fax: 752-2670

E-mail: csirichmond@comcast.net
Website: www.richmondcsi.org

The RICHMOND REPORT is the monthly newsletter of the
Richmond, Virginia Chapter CSI which is distributed free to
all members and interested parties in the Construction In-
dustry in the Richmond area and others nationwide.

The RICHMOND REPORT does not approve, sanction or
guarantee the validity or accuracy of any data, claim, opinion
or picture, nor endorse any advertisement.

TO:

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
FORWARDING & RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

THE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE is a National Technical Society embracing the entire construction industry, including research
and development manufacturers, material suppliers, subcontractors and prime building contractors, as well as designing and specifying Professional
Engineers and Architects. The Society is dedicated to continuing education through free interchange of information and experience among its Members

throughout the entire construction industry.

Deadline for information to the Editor is MONDAY fo

llowing the Board Meeting

Next issue—September 2009

Next Meeting
September 24, 2009

Interested in joining us?  Contact Jim Snowa
643-6196 or snowa@ws-arch.com

Ideas for Programs? Contact Janet Procida
804-565-3862 or janetprocida@procidadesign.com

Interested in Advertising in this publication?
Contact Norm Royce
at 745-0930 or norm_royce @yahoo.com

Letters to the Editor: Contact Norman Jacobs
at 779-7076 or JICSCPM@aol.com

Mid-Atlantic Region

Director: Mitch A. Miller, CSI, CCS, AIA
USA Architects, Easton, PA
Tel: 610-559-6000 x664 mmiller@usaarchitects.com

CSI RICHMOND CHAPTER—2009-2010 Officers & Directors

PRESIDENT
Stephen Weisensale

PRESIDENT ELECT
Michael Bricker

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Janet Procida

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Barbe Shaffer

IM.PAST PRESIDENT
Duncan Stewart

SECRETARY
Robert Vaughn

TREASURER
Gib DeShazo

DIRECTORS 2009-10
Jake Adams, 737-8227

DIRECTORS 2009-10
John Heisler, 355-2616
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Tom Hanson, 648-7122

Keith Morgan, 330-4400

804-262-7941
weisensale@adtapc.com

804-794-0571
mbricker@balzer.cc

804-565-3862
janetprocida@procidadesign.com

804-343-1010
bshaffer@baskervill.com

804-399-2603
dstewart@mbpce.com

804-355-2886
rwvaughn@verizon.net

804- 747-4854
gdeshazo@emeraldconstruction.com

Jim Chandler, 782-1986

Lou Wolf, 233-5345
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